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Article  history:  The  photo  case  reports  the  incidental  autopsy  observations  of  the  grooves/accessory  sulci  present  on  the 
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Fig.  1.  A  and  B;  Solitary  vertical  grooves  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  right  lobe,  C;  Parallel  vertical  grooves  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  right  lobe,  D;  Posterior  surface  of  the  liver 
showing  a  major  transverse  groove  and  a  couple  of  minor  grooves. 


*  Corresponding  author.  Tel.:  +91  9448252394  (mobile). 

E-mail  addresses:  tanujkanchan@yahoo.co.in,  tanuj.kanchan@manipal.edu,  tanujkanchan@gmail.com  (T.  Kanchan). 

1752-928 X/$  —  see  front  matter  ©  2013  Elsevier  Ltd  and  Faculty  of  Forensic  and  Legal  Medicine.  All  rights  reserved. 

http://dx.doi.Org/10.1016/j.jflm.2013.10.006 


T.  Kanchan  et  al.  /  Journal  of  Forensic  and  Legal  Medicine  21  (2014)  24—25 


25 


Accessory  sulci  on  the  hepatic  surface  are  anatomical  variations 
that  appear  as  grooves  on  the  surface  of  the  liver.  These  grooves/ 
sulci  though  commoner  on  the  right  side,  may  involve  any  lobe  of 
the  liver.  The  grooves/sulci  may  be  placed  horizontally,  obliquely, 
or  vertically,  and  may  be  single  or  multiple  in  number.  Depending 
on  its  size,  the  grooves  can  be  major  and  minor.  The  major  grooves 
are  considered  as  an  important  landmark  for  understanding  the 
lobar  anatomy  and  in  locating  the  liver  lesions.  Some  of  the 
accessory  sulci  observed  during  routine  medicolegal  autopsies  is 
shown  in  Fig.  1. 

These  surface  variations  of  the  liver  may  be  mistaken  for  age 
related  changes,  healing,  fibrosis  or  any  other  pathology.  Anatom¬ 
ical  knowledge  of  the  hepatic  grooves  may  help  the  radiologists  and 
surgeons  in  understanding  the  liver  segmentation,  and  is  important 
in  hepatectomy.  In  cases  of  abdominal  trauma,  imaging  studies  or 
direct  palpation  of  sulcus  during  laparotomy  may  give  a  false 
impression  of  a  liver  laceration.  Awareness  of  these  variations 
among  the  imaging  specialists  can  possibly  avoid  errors  in  inter¬ 
pretation  and  subsequent  misdiagnosis.  Similar  sulci  on  the  liver 


surface  may  be  frequented  by  autopsy  surgeons  and  should  not  be 
doubted  for  any  pathological  condition. 
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